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Quiz

Select the paragraph from the section ‘There's A Lot Happening” that suggests
Ceres has lttle in common with other small, rocky objects in the solar system.

Which paragraph explains why Ceres might be one of the easiest places to search
forlfe in the solar system?
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Other than blurry Hubble Space Telescope images from 2004, its
surface had scarcely been glimpsed until Dawn's approach. As
Dawn draws closer, the dwarf planet's features are coming into
focus. Practically every new image is revealing tantalizing details.

Such a mission would not bee 100 expensive, Sykes says, because
Ceres is relatively ciose by. It s also not a ‘nasty radiation
environment' ke, for example, Jupiter's moon Europa. In addtion,
“its got low gravity so it doesn't require lots of energy to land on! Its
100 early to say whether this stuff is there, but the prospect is very
exciting.”

Dawn s stil in the earliest phases of investigating Ceres. The best
images and the most interesting scientific information are yet to
‘come. Dawn will eventually swing down to within around 250 miles.
of the dwarf planet's surface. It will produce detailed maps of all of
Ceres.

‘The spacecraft will spend at least the next 16 months studying
Ceres. Because the dwarf planet could potentially have lfe below
its surface, Dawn will not be crashed into it once its mission ends,
s is usually done. Instead, it will be left in orbit around Ceres. It will
become a long-term, tiny mechanical moon circling around the
dwarf planet.
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Each answer option includes two sentences from the article. In which answer option
s each sentence a main idea from tne article?

() The mysterious awarf planet Ceres will soon be explored up close
for the first time. Dawn has sharpened s view of a couple
mysterious bright spots dotting Ceres’ crater-pocked surface, some
of which were previously seen in the Hubble images.

(B)  On March 6, NASA's Dawn spacecraft wil enter its orbit. It will then
begin to carefully map the icy world's surface.

(C)  Ceres is located between Mars and Jupiter. [t was
1801 by the ltalian astronomer Giuseppe Piazzi

overed in

(D) Other than blurry Hubble Space Telescope images from 2004,
surface had scarcely been glimpsed until Dawn's approach. As
Dawn draws closer, the dwarf planet's features are coming into
foous.

Which sentence is most helpful in understanding the mai

iea of the article?

(A)  Astronomers soon decided it was too small to be considered a
planet, so it was reclassified as an asteroid.

(B) By 2006 astronomers had d
classified as a “dwarf planet.”

fed it is just big enough o be.

(C)  Wnatever you call it, Ceres is one of the most interesting and
strange objects in the solar system.

(D) Atfirst Ceres was thought to be a full-ledged planet
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