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Why does competition occur in
communities? |
In a team game', two groups compete against each other with tbe
same goal in mind—to win the game. In a biological community,
organisms compete for resources. Competition occurs when
organisms fight for the same limited resource. Organisms compete
for resources such as food, water, sunlight, shelter, and mates. If an
organism doesn’t get all the resources it needs, it could die.

Sometimes competition happens among individuals of the
same species. For example, different groups of lions compete
with each other for living space. Males within these groups also
compete with each other for mates.

Competition can also happen among individuals of different
species. Lions mainly eat large animals, such as zebras, They
compete for zebras with leopards and cheetahs, When zebras are
Scarce, competition increases among animals that eat zebras, As

a result, lions may steal food or compete with other predators for
smaller animals.
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14 Predict In the table below, fill in the missin
examples of competition In a community.

g cause and effect of two

Cause

Effect
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13 Identify Underline each
example of com petition,

A population of lions
grows too large to share
their current ferrif‘ory.

Several male hyenas 22

~ o
compete to mate with '#"
. ¥
N the females presentin L\
their area.

d
; Many organisms rely on
}'ﬁ the same water source.
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W 15 Apply With a classmate,
) discuss how competition might
affect the organisms in this



